
Fraunhofer Institute for 
Integrated Circuits IIS

Am Wolfsmantel 33
91058 Erlangen, Germany

Executive Director
Prof. Dr.-Ing. Heinz Gerhäuser
Director
Prof. Dr.-Ing. Albert Heuberger

Contact
Matthias Rose
Phone +49 9131 776-6175
Fax +49 9131 776-6099
matthias.rose@iis.fraunhofer.de

Public Relations
Marc Briele
Phone +49 9131 776-1630
Fax +49 9131 776-1649
presse@iis.fraunhofer.de
www.iis.fraunhofer.de
www.facebook.com/FraunhoferIIS

Fraunhofer USA, Inc.
Digital Media Technologies* 
100 Century Court 
Suite 504
San Jose, California 95112
www.dmt.fraunhofer.org

Contact 
Jan Nordmann
Phone +1 408 573 9900
Cell +1 408 390 6698
press@dmt.fraunhofer.org

* Fraunhofer USA Digital Media Technologies, 
a division of Fraunhofer USA, Inc., promotes 
and supports the products of Fraunhofer IIS 
in the U.S.

Press Release Erlangen,
September 8, 2011

Visit us at 
IBC 2011, Amsterdam
September 9 – 13
Hall 8 / Booth B80

Fraunhofer brings HE-AAC with Broadcast 
Metadata to Latin America
Fraunhofer enables WiMobilis Digital Technologies to deliver superior audio 
quality and program loudness control 

Fraunhofer IIS, the world’s renowned source for audio 
and multimedia technologies, today announced it has 
licensed its High Efficiency Advanced Audio Coding 
(HE-AAC) implementation to WiMobilis Digital Tech-
nologies, a Brazilian company specializing in software 
and hardware development for digital TV and wireless 
communications systems. 
 

WiMobilis is the first Latin American company to integrate 

Fraunhofer’s HE-AAC encoder with metadata support. It will 

power WiMobilis’ WM-Encoder product for audio and video 

broadcast. With this decision, WiMobilis is one of many 

companies around the world implementing the international 

HE-AAC standard, as it is the codec of choice in most state-

of-the-art TV broadcast systems worldwide. For example, 

HE-AAC is being deployed in almost all European countries 

where the second generation of terrestrial TV, DVB-T2, was 

recently introduced. In Brazil and most other Latin American 

countries, HE-AAC is the only mandatory audio codec as 

defined in ISDB-Tb.

The widespread use of HE-AAC is due to its unique feature 

set, making it a perfect fit for any broadcast system. It is the 

most efficient audio codec available for TV broadcasting, re-

quiring considerably lower bit-rates to deliver the same audio 

quality as other codecs. It supports any channel configura-

tion from mono to up to 48 channels including stereo and 

5.1 surround. It also allows for the transmission of additional 
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side information to enable improved future TV services, 

such as improving speech intelligibility. In addition, HE-AAC 

integrates seamlessly into existing production chains and fully 

supports all broadcast relevant audio metadata, such as loud-

ness control.

With the continued complaints of consumers regarding vary-

ing levels of loudness between different channels, even with-

in the course of one program, loudness control and other 

audio-specific metadata become more and more important. 

At IBC 2011, Fraunhofer will publish a whitepaper explaining 

the concept of HE-AAC metadata and how it is being used 

for digital broadcasting. Fraunhofer will exhibit 9-13, Sep. in 

hall 8, B80. 

For more information, visit  

www.iis.fraunhofer.de/en/bf/amm/

About Fraunhofer
The Fraunhofer IIS Audio and Multimedia division, based in Erlangen, Germany, 
has been working in compressed audio technology for more than 20 years and 
remains a leading innovator of technologies for cutting-edge multimedia systems. 
Fraunhofer IIS is universally credited with the development of mp3 and co-develop-
ment of AAC (Advanced Audio Coding) as well as technologies for the media world 
of tomorrow, including MPEG Surround, MPEG Spatial Audio Object Coding and 
the Fraunhofer Audio Communication Engine.

Through the course of more than two decades, Fraunhofer IIS has licensed its audio 
codec software and application-specific customizations to at least 1,000 companies. 
Fraunhofer estimates that it has enabled more than 1 billion commercial products 
worldwide using its mp3, AAC and other media technologies.

The Fraunhofer IIS organization is part of Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft, based in Munich, 
Germany. Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft is Europe’s largest applied research organization 
and is partly funded by the German government. With 18,000 employees world-
wide, Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft is composed of 60 Institutes conducting research in a 
broad range of research areas. For more information, contact Matthias Rose, mat-
thias.rose@iis.fraunhofer.de, or visit www.iis.fraunhofer.de/amm.


